Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.018 Å; R factor = 0.045; wR factor = 0.114; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.8.
Related literature
For historical background and for properties of cyclometallated compounds, see: Dupont et al. (2005) ; Xu et al. (2009) . For the properties of cyclomercurated compounds, see: Wu et al. (2001) ; Ryabov et al. (2003) . For related structure, see: King et al. (2002) ; Zhou et al. (2005) ; Hao et al. (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Hg(C 7 
Data collection
Bruker SMART APEX CCD areadetector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code:
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) (Dupont et al., 2005; Xu et al., 2009) . Among them, cyclomercurated compounds are easy to prepare through a C-H activation process and their ease in undergoing transmetallation for the synthesis of other organometallic compounds (Wu et al., 2001; Ryabov et al., 2003) .
In the planar title compound ( Fig. 1 ), the mercury(II) atom shows a typical linear coordination geometry with a carbon atom of the benzene ring and the chloride atom in trans position. O2-Hg1 distance (2.817 (9) Å) is shorter than the sum of van der Waals radii (3.29 Å)of Hg and O (King et al., 2002) , indicating the presence of the weak intramolecular coordination, while it is longer than those of the related Hg(II) complex (Zhou et al., 2005) . The C-Hg and Hg-Cl bond distances are within normal ranges. The C7-Hg1-Cl1 angle is 178.1 (3)°, slightly smaller than the ideal value of 180° in organic derivatives of mercury (Hao et al., 2007) . Intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds are present in the crystal structure (Table   1) , resulting in a one-dimensional supramolecular architecture (Fig.2) .
Experimental
The title compound was prepared from the m-hydroxybenzaldehyde with Hg(OAc) 2 
Refinement
H atoms attached to C atoms of the title compound were placed in geometrically idealized positions and treated as riding with C-H distances constrained to 0.93-0.96 Å, and with U iso (H)=1.2U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with displacement ellipsoids at the 30% probability level. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none 
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